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Exciting Preservation Initiative
Wilton House Museum has engaged the noted architecture firm of Mesick, Cohen, Wilson, Baker Architects to conduct
an intensive architectural investigation. This investigation will document and identify the craftsmanship, construction,
and ornamentation of our Georgian paneling while detailing evidence of alterations made to the interiors over its 260
year history. Mesick, Cohen, Wilson, Baker Architects have specialized in the field of architectural preservation for
four decades with projects such as Stratford Hall, Montpelier, and Poplar Forest. Under the guidance of architectural
historian Mark Wenger the study will include the careful examination of the surviving architectural evidence along with
key historic documentation. The result will be a survey of existing conditions, a chronology of changes over the life of
the structure, and interpretive suggestions.
This study will significantly advance our understanding of Wilton House since its original restoration eighty years
ago. The leading experts of the day were called in by the NSCDA-VA to restore Wilton. Herbert Claiborne led the
restoration of the structure, with Susan Higginson Nash guiding the restoration of the interiors, and Arthur Shurcliff
the creation of a suitable landscape. A study of this type is invaluable to guiding the on-going preservation of this great
house and to direct future restoration, refurnishing, and reinterpretation choices. This investigation will expand on the
recent historic paint analysis discoveries made by noted conservator Dr. Susan Buck. “This report will serve as a lasting
resource to all future stewards of this house,” explains Executive Director Keith D MacKay, “documenting what we
know now and guiding what we do next.”
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Wilton Symposium: Thomas Sully and Early Republic Richmond
In celebration of Wilton House Museum’s Most Recent Acquisition
Friday, February 6, 2015
$45 symposium fee includes the presentations, coffee, boxed lunch, and
optional tour of Wilton House Museum.
PROGRAM:
8:30 Registration and Coffee
9:15 Welcome, Keith D MacKay, Executive Director, Wilton House 		
Museum
9:30 Thomas Sully’s Painted Performance, William Rudolph

Coffee Break
11:00 Setting the Presidential Model: Thomas Sully’s Portrait of Thomas 		
Jefferson, Craig Reynolds

Noon Lunch
1:00
2:00

Miraculously Saved: The Richmond Theater Fire of 1811 and the 		
Transformation of Virginia’s Capital City, Meredith Henne Baker
The British Aspects of William Randolph Hearst’s Activities as a 		
Collector Mary Levkoff

Coffee Break
3:30 Sully, Unsullied, Scott Nolley
Conclusion, Keith D MacKay
Optional Tours of Wilton House Museum
One of America’s greatest portrait painters, Thomas Sully (1783 – 1871) spent his formative years painting in Richmond,
receiving commissions from some of the Old Dominion’s most prominent citizens (e.g. Governor Peyton Randolph 1779 – 1828)
until a romance with his widowed sister-in-law forced the artist to leave the state. Noted speakers from across the country will
present a cross-disciplinary exploration of the nineteenth-century artist, a twentieth-century collector, and twenty-first century
conservation challenges.

SPEAKERS:
Meredith Henne Baker graduated summa cum laude from Hillsdale College (MI) and received her graduate degree in American History
and a museum studies certificate from the College of William and Mary. She currently works as a history curriculum developer. Her book,
The Richmond Theater Fire: Early America’s First Great Disaster, is the winner of the 2012 “Jules and Frances F. Landry Award,” bestowed
annually to the most outstanding book on a southern topic published by LSU Press. It also garnered the Phi Alpha Theta History Honors
Society’s “Best First Book Award” for 2012.
Mary Levkoff is Hearst Castle Museum Director. Prior to her appointment in California last year, Levkoff was the head of the department
of Sculpture and Decorative Arts at the National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. (2009-2014). Levkoff, a graduate of Princeton University,
did her graduate work in art history at the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University and received her curatorial training at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art (New York).
Scott Nolley is an objects and paintings conservator who heads the Richmond based firm of Fine Art Conservation of Virginia. Mr. Nolley
received his undergraduate degree in Art Conservation from Virginia Commonwealth University and earned his master’s degree in Art
Conservations from the program at Buffalo State College formerly the Cooperstown Program.
Craig A. Reynolds is a PhD Candidate at Virginia Commonwealth University, specializing in the architecture of Thomas Jefferson and the
Early American Republic. Under the direction of Dr. Charles Brownell, Craig is presently at work completing his dissertation on Jefferson’s
influences over designs for the United States Capitol.
William Keyse Rudolph is the Chief Curator of the San Antonio Museum of Art. He has organized the exhibition, “Thomas Sully: Painted
Performance” (2013-2014), Dr. Rudolph is a Trustee of the Association of Art Museum Curators.

Patriotic Service

Wilton House Museum is proud to support the mission of the NSCDA-VA in supporting our troops stationed overseas. Each
May Wilton offers free admission to those bringing a comfort item from the approved list from our Armed Forces. Then over the
summer we have our Colonial Kid’s Camp attendees sort and make comfort boxes for our troops.
Below is an excerpt from one of the servicemen that received the comfort package.
We hope you will join us next May in adding to this worthwhile mission.

Upcoming Events at Wilton
Thursday, January 15: Anywhere But Now exhibit closes
Friday, February 6: Inaugural Wilton Symposium: Thomas Sully And Early Republic Richmond
Saturday & Sunday,March 21 and 22: Passport Weekend for Historic House Museums
Tuesday, April 21: The Curious Mr. Catesby
Lecture and Book Signing 3 – 5 With Catesby Commemorative Trust

SAVE THE DATE

Founders Circle Luncheon
Thursday, May 21, 2015
The Founders Circle is comprised of the leadership
donors to Wilton House Museum. These meaningful
contributions of $1,000.00 or more support the vital
projects of Wilton House Museum and the Virginia
Society’s mission of preservation and education.
Contributions made from June 1, 2014 to May 10, 2015
qualify for this year’s secret!
The exciting location will remain a secret until May
21st, but event details will be revealed closer to the date.

Spies in our Midst - on the grounds of Wilton
Wilton once again served as the dramatic setting for Revolutionary action. AMC’s original
television series “TURN: Washington’s Spies” filmed a number of scenes in and around Wilton
House. Our river side grounds served as an army encampment and our parlor the home of a refined
Loyalist family. The show is a historical thriller set during the American Revolution telling the story
of America’s first spy ring. The second season including the scenes filmed at Wilton will begin this
spring.

Pictured: Benedict Arnold’s tent
Pictured: Publicity still from the production.
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