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You and i are . . . Earth Exhibition Symposium
Saturday, October 1, 2016
9am to 3pm
Cost: $125
Registration: www.wiltonhousemuseum.org
Our current exhibition You and i are . . . Earth
featuring internationally recognized ceramic artist
Michelle Erickson inspires Wilton House Museum’s
next symposium. Building on the themes explored in the
exhibition, the day’s presentations will reconsider: the
on-going dialog with the Colonial past, the discovery and
conservation of ceramic objects, the display and exhibition
of the decorative arts, the meaning of our historic sites, and
the traditional use of ceramics to call for social justice and
political stability.
The symposium will feature Carter Hudgins,
executive director of Drayton Hall; Rob Hunter, ceramic
historian and editor of Ceramics in America; Scott Nolley,
noted conservator of fine and decorative art; Jon Prown,
chief curator of the Chipstone Foundation; and Dr. Sylvia
Yount, Curator in Charge of the American Wing at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. The day will include a
demonstration by Michelle Erickson, allowing attendees to
share in the process of creating her ceramic artwork.

Michelle Erickson, Virginia. Slipware, 2006.
Chipstone Foundation, 2006.3

Please join us for the concluding program of this
celebrated exhibition.
An Official Publication of The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the Commonwealth of Virginia
Questions or comments may be referred to nscda-va@comcast.net

Securing a Future for our Past
With each donation to Wilton House Museum’s Annual Fund comes a donor’s story of support; be it one of
thanks, appreciation, congratulation, or even remembrance. These individual stories which can highlight the impetus for
gift-making provide an opportunity for the organization to reflect on and evaluate its mission, programs, and community
presence. Accompanying a generous donation to this year’s campaign, one such donor made note, “I’m impressed with
the way you inspire contemporary art with preservation of the past,” she shared in response to Michelle Erickson’s
current ceramics exhibition on view. “Strive on, Wilton House!”
This year’s Annual Fund reached its highest ever total at $140,185. More than 700 philanthropic gifts were made
in response to our campaign’s charge of securing a future for our past, an unmatched testament of generosity throughout
the Annual Fund’s history. The tangible impacts of this campaign’s remarkable success are manifold: preserving this
architectural masterpiece, caring for its collection, sharing its resources with the public, hosting renowned speakers,
exhibiting collectors and contemporary artists, and partnering with those in our community. With this outpouring of
support, the organization’s boards, volunteers, and professional staff are inspired in guiding Wilton House Museum
forward, and hundreds of you are standing alongside us.
Because of your support, we are striving on to be more creative leaders, better educators, and stronger stewards to
this 18th century site. Thank you for motivating and encouraging this work! Thank you for securing a future for our past.

Celebrating our Founders Circle

Pictured above from left to right:
Mark Wenger and Brenda Parker

Pictured above from left to right:
Fran Kay, Kenzie Hubard, and Ann Darst

Pictured above from left to right:
Laura Towers, Molly Carey, Sidney Sale
Bland, and Eva Bryson

This year more than forty individual donors received invitation to the Annual Fund’s Founders Circle reception.
Bringing together the most generous donors to the year’s fundraising campaign, members to the Founders Circle are
invited to a special celebration honoring their exceptional commitment to Wilton House Museum’s future.
Nancy Holcomb, Wilton House Museum Board member, arranged this year’s special event, hosting her fellow
donors at a sunset cocktail party on the rooftop terrace of The Tuckahoe in Richmond. Raising his glass to this special
group, Executive Director Keith MacKay formally announced the current campaign’s being the most successful to-date.
Through the generosity of this group of top donors and all contributors to the 2015-2016 Annual Fund, this year has been
a remarkable achievement for Wilton House Museum.
Again we thank you all for your support in allowing Wilton to meet our mission-based goals!

Caring for the Collection
Wilton House Museum’s collection includes a number of small eighteenth and early-nineteenth century artifacts,
including miniature portraits, shoe buckles, needle cases, eyeglasses, perfume bottles, pocket watches, and mourning
jewelry. Such objects are displayed in rotation to illustrate daily life in an eighteenth-century gentry-household. When not
on display, these items are protected in collections storage.
This spring our Collections Manager, Erica Borey, conducted a condition assessment and completed a rehousing
of this charming collection. Now, each artifact is nestled within an individual compartment layered within an archival
box for its protection. Explains Ms. Borey, “The purpose of this project is to enhance how these items are stored, in
order to ensure their availability for a long life of museum display and study by our visitors. Many of them are exhibited
routinely, though a project such as this certainly reminds us of hidden gems within the collection.” We hope the next
time you tour Wilton you may notice some of these hidden gems on display.

Caring for the Site
Here at Wilton House Museum we were ahead
of the curve when we decided to take our grounds
maintenance organic, and again this past year we made the
decision to keep all of our grounds care completely in house.
This is an effort to protect our precious boxwood as best as
we can from blight.
Our ongoing partnership with the Garden Club of
Virginia, provides guidance and support to our staff in their
ongoing maintenance of the site as an outstanding example
of environmental care.

Pictured right:
Christopher Gangloff

This year we changed out all of the beds surrounding
the museum from mulch to the preferred ground cover of
pine straw. Pictured is Christopher Gangloff, who is also
a recipient of the Eagle Service Award for his work on the
path that now provides access to the lower terrace from the
west side of the property. If you haven’t come out to take a
stroll down this wooded walk, be sure to do so on your next
visit!
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wiltonhousemuseum.org

Michelle Erickson, The Party’s Over
Currently on exhibit through October 30

Summer - Fall 2016 Events
Jammin’ on the James Second Saturdays Concert Series

June 11; July 9; August 13
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Join us this summer for free concerts on the grounds of Wilton. Bring a picnic dinner and your favorite lawn
chair for family-friendly music on our scenic terrace overlooking the James River. Enjoy complimentary evening
tours of Wilton as well as face-painting, games, and crafts for kids.
Free admission. All concerts are rain or shine. Donations appreciated.

Wednesday Family Days

June 15- Ceramics; July 13- Fashion; August 12- Archaeology
School’s out for the summer, but there’s still a place where your youngsters can learn and have a good time. Bring
the family by for a tour of the historic house, geared for elementary and middle school aged children, followed by
a different hands-on experience each month. The best part is that this opportunity is offered at a reduced rate.
Reserve a spot today.
Fees apply. Advanced reservations are required.
For more information contact William Strollo at 804.282.5936 x 4 or email wstrollo@wiltonhousemuseum.org

Colonial Kids’ Camp

July 18-22
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Wilton House Museum offers an exciting week exploring life in Colonial Virginia. Campers will learn how early
Virginians dressed, played, and lived in the days before modern technology! Learn to churn butter, decorate a
floor cloth, design your own colonial chamber, create watercolor paintings, and play like you’re living in the 18th
century! Take part in an archaeological “dig” and discover long-buried treasures; make a colonial wig to express
yourself by decorating it in the “latest” fashion; and help gather care-packages for troops. The week wraps up with
tours led by the campers.
For rising-4th through rising-5th graders. Pre-registration required.
Fee is $175 per camper. Advanced registration is required. Registration deadline is Friday, July 10th.
For more information contact William Strollo at 804.282.5936 x 4 or email wstrollo@wiltonhousemuseum.org

Gatsby Afternoon Picnic

Saturday, September 10
Further details to follow, please check back.
We are pleased to be partnering, for a fourth year, with our friends at the Art Deco Society of Virginia for this
fantastic event. Break out your twenties fashions, pack a picnic, and come join the fun. There will be music,
entertainment, and vendors.
Fees apply. Advanced reservations are required.
For more information contact Elizabeth Fleming at 804.282.5936 x 3 or email efleming@wiltonhousemuseum.org

“You and i are...Earth” Exhibition Symposium

Saturday, October 1
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
A fitting close to an extraordinary exhibit, our symposium will feature six scholars and historians, including a
demonstration by the artist, Michelle Erickson.
$125.00 per person. Advanced reservations are required - visit www.wiltonhousemuseum.org
For more information contact Ketih MacKay at 804.282.5936 x 2 or email kmackay@wiltonhousemuseum.org
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Currently on exhibit through October 30

Michelle Erickson, True Love

