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Wilton News

Exhibition You & I Are . . . Earth   April 15 - October 30, 2016 Featuring the works of Michelle Erickson 

In the exhibition You & I Are . . . Earth artist Michelle Erickson explores the ceramic medium as a record of human 
experience embodied in the objects of our lives, from those we discard to what we cherish, revere, and protect. 
“Michelle’s work perfectly embodies our museum’s mission to explore the influence of the past in our lives today” states 
Executive Director Keith MacKay. Drawing upon themes of race culture and social justice in her work, Erickson’s 21st 
century narratives provide a provocative lens within the intimate context of an 18th-century household to reflect on the 
present. Michelle Erickson explains on her chosen medium,“Clay is used in virtually all cultures in every conceivable 
manner from fulfilling our basic needs to demonstrating our highest aspiration – it is a truly democratic material.”

Featuring some 30 ceramic objects and three videos You & 
I Are . . . Earth will include works expressing the breadth of 
Michelle Erickson’s artistic career as well as site-specific and new 
experimentations.  These objects will directly engage with Wilton 
House Museum’s history and architecture in both dedicated gallery 
spaces and within historic interiors. 

Michelle Erickson is an internationally recognized contemporary 
artist specializing in the rediscovery of colonial era ceramic
techniques. A graduate of the College of William and Mary, Erickson became fascinated with the rich resource 
of archeological ceramics in the “colonial triangle” of Virginia. Fragments of pottery and porcelain from British, 
European, Asian, Native American and enslaved African makers unearthed in colonial excavations embody a 
remarkable convergence of cultures in clay.  Erickson’s depth of historical reference and technological virtuosity 
distinguish her unique voice as an American artist working in clay. “We are thrilled to feature Michelle’s work as we 
strive to expand community engagement with historic sites through contemporary art” states Wilton House Museum 
Board Chairman Brenda Parker. 

Pictured: Medisinal Virtues by artist 
Michelle Erickson



Spring-Summer 2016 eventS

Lafayette comes to Camp Wilton on the James!
May 14; 10:00AM to 5:00PM
For 10 days during May of 1781, Marquis de Lafayette and over 900 troops 
made camp in the tobacco fields surrounding Wilton before the Siege of    
Yorktown. This day of living history features demonstrations of the military 
drill of the Continental soldier, cooking demonstrations, and a chance to 
meet with the Marquis. Discuss the Revolution with the General and watch 
as he drills his troops. Enter Lafayette’s Continental Army camp to find out 
how soldiers –and campfollowers– slept, ate, and lived while on the march.

Entrance to encampment is free.  Admissions fee for the historic house still apply.  For more information please contact (804)282-5936 
ext. 4 or wiltonprograms@comcast.net.

Ernest LoNano: Decorator’s Counsel
Saturday, March 26; 11:00AM to 1:00PM
Speaker: Linda Eaton, John L. & Marjorie P. McGraw Director of Collections & 
Senior Curator of Textiles, Winterthur Museum

Although little known today, the firm of Ernest LoNano was once one of the most in-
fluential in the United States. For over sixty years the firm designed and made textile 
furnishings for museums such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Brooklyn 
Museum, for historic houses such as Wilton, Monticello, and Winterthur,

as well as for many private clients. This lecture will provide an introduction to LoNano’s work and document the 
firm’s impact on interior design for much of the twentieth century.

$10 admission. Free to Members. Purchase your tickets in advance through the Wilton website. For questions please contact 
Wilton House Museum at (804)282-5936 x 4 or wiltonprograms@comcast.net.

Jammin’ on the James Summer Concert Series
June 11; July 9; August 13
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Join us this summer for free concerts on the grounds of  Wilton. Bring 
a picnic dinner and your favorite lawn chair for family-friendly music on 
our scenic terrace overlooking the James River. Enjoy complimentary 
evening tours of  Wilton as well as face-painting, games, and crafts for 
kids.
Free admission.  All concerts are rain or shine.  Donations appreciated. 

Family Days
June 15- Ceramics
July 13- Fashion
August 12- Archaeology 
School’s out for the summer, but there’s still a place where your 
youngsters can learn and have a good time. Bring the family 
by for a tour of  the historic house, geared for elementary and 
middle school aged children, followed by a different hands-on 
experience each month. The best part is that this opportunity is 
offered at a reduced rate. Reserve a spot today.
Fees apply. Advanced reservations are required.



Colonial Kids’ Camp
July 18-22
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Wilton House Museum offers an exciting week exploring life 
in Colonial Virginia.  Campers will learn how early Virgin-
ians dressed, played, and lived in the days before modern 
technology! Learn to churn butter, decorate a floor cloth, 
design your own colonial chamber, create watercolor paint-
ings, and play like you’re living in the 18th century!  Take 
part in an archaeological “dig” and discover long-buried trea-
sures; make a colonial wig to express yourself by decorating 
it in the “latest” fashion; and help gather care-packages for 
troops.  The week wraps up with tours led by the campers.

Spring-Summer 2016 eventS

Keep up with all of wilton’S programS and eventS at 
www.wiltonhouSemuSeum.org/eventS

For rising-4th through rising-5th graders. Pre-registration required. 
Fee is $175 per camper. Advanced registration is required. Registration deadline is Friday, July 10th. 

Celebrating your Support

 Wilton House Museum’s Development Chairman, Anne Stuart, recently announced details for this year’s 
top donor recognition event in marking the end to the 2015-2016 Annual Fund. Throughout this campaign, over 
400 supporters have made individual gifts toward Wilton House Museum’s $125,000 goal, an inspiring level of 
philanthropy in support of the scholarship presented at, ongoing stewardship of, and special events organized for 
Wilton. And among these hundreds of donors, many hold rank as the museum’s most committed stewards in the 
Founders Circle, making a philanthropic commitment of $1,000 or more.

 The annual Founders Circle reception celebrates the generosity of Colonial Dames, friends, and 
community partners whose passionate investment in Wilton House Museum’s mission is securing a future for our 
past. This year’s reception will be held on Saturday, May 14, 2016 with invitations to follow for qualifying donors. 
For these notably generous gifts and for all contributions made to the 2015-2016 Annual Fund, Wilton House 
Museum will continue serving our community as a resource and retreat.

2015 Founders Circle attendees Wilton House 
Museum Board Chairman Brenda Powers Parker 
(L) and Board Member Dixie Hoggan (R)

2014 - 2015 Development Chairmen, and 
Founders Circle members, Sallie Schmidt (L) and 
Fran Kay (R)
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By the Numbers

As the approach of spring signals new beginnings, spring’s coming too marks a celebratory end. On May 31, the 2015-
2016 Annual Fund will conclude, ending a year-long endeavor to fundraise $125,000 for Wilton House Museum. With 
the aim of securing a future for our past, the Annual Fund has met 86% of its goal since fundraising began last June. 

 Over the past nine months of this campaign, several milestones are 
of highlight! In the summer months, Wilton House Museum welcomed 
1,588 friends for its free Jammin’ on the James summer concert series. Your 
contribution supported Wilton as a gathering place for Richmonders and 
their families. In October, Wilton House Museum welcomed 98 registrants for 
the Decorative Arts Trust’s Symposium, Primary Sources. Your contribution 
supported Wilton as a site of scholarship and education. And in February, Wilton 
House Museum unveiled its first Historic Structures Report. Your contribution 
supported Wilton’s ongoing preservation and future programming.

 As the Annual Fund supports in some way each aspect of this 18th century site, your philanthropy made all of 
these efforts possible. Your Annual Fund dollars are in action every day at Wilton. In the next three months, 14 percent 
remains toward our $125,000 goal. Your contribution supports our ability to continue, build upon, and expand these 
programs and push our mission forward. Please consider making a gift today.


