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Wilton News

Eighty And Looking Ahead

Our milestone anniversary of eighty years since the restoration of Wilton House 
Museum has found our organization engaged in three major activities to build 
on its mission while planning for the future: creating an organizational Strategic 
Plan, persuing reaccreditation by the American Alliance of Museums (AAM), 
and commissioning our first Historic Structures Report. 

The Strategic Plan encompasses the efforts of both the museum and its parent 
organization, The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia (NSCDA-VA). Such a plan directs the growth of the 
organization, explores solutions to concerns, and enhances the on-going stewardship of Wilton. 

Wilton House Museum was first accredited by AAM in 1985. Accreditation is the museum field’s primary vehicle 
for quality assurance, self-regulation, and public accountability, and earns the museum national recognition for its 
commitment to excellence in all that it does. Every ten years an accredited museums must earn reaccreditation through 
a self-study and a site visit from museum professionals.   We look forward to this process throughout 2015/2016 as we 
are proud of our programing, preservation, and pursuit for increased community engagement. 

Investigation of our historic house (See Winter 2014 Newsletter) by Mark Wenger and Eric Gradoia of Mesick, Cohen, 
Wilson, Baker Architects took place in January. Armed with flashlights, measuring tape, magnifying glasses, and 
magnificent knowledge of Colonial Virginia architecture and craftsmanship, these preservation architects examined and 
documented every historic interior space at Wilton. They will spend the next six months researching documents and 
considering the evidence. This preservation initiative was supported by The Jeffres Memorial Trust. 

Such wide-reaching plans and pursuits are not possible without the commitment of a museum’s entire community. This 
collaborative commitment to continued institutional improvement by donors, volunteers, board members, employees, 
and professional consultants is done to preserve this great house and collection – and to share it with our visitors and 
community. 



Spring 2015 EvEntS
March 21-22 - Saturday & Sunday

Historic House Passport Weekend

Meadow Farm Museum, Maymont, Poe Museum, White House of the Confederacy, Wickham House and Wilton 
House    Museum – will offer complimentary admission to visitors who show a Time Travelers Passport, available via 
download from any website of participating attractions. This special offer equates to savings of more than $55 per 
person. (Some restrictions may apply.)

While accessible to the interested general reader, The Curious Mister Catesby will be to a 
technical standard that is academically usable. Containing significant new information, 
this work is intended to be the most comprehensive and accurate book written about 
Mark Catesby (1682-1749) and is the legacy of the Catesby Commemorative Trust’s Mark 
Catesby Tercentennial Symposium in 2012.

Join us for the release of this exciting new publication and the opportunity to meet 
with some of the contributors.  Light reception will follow.  For more on the Catesby           
Commemorative Trust website.

Wilton House Museum is thrilled to once again participate in The Garden Club 
of Virginia’s Historic Garden Week.  Our Colonial Revival Gardens were created 
by landscape architect Arthur Shurcliff eighty years ago.  Wilton’s landscape is 
entering its eight decade under the stewardship of the Garden Club of Virginia 
– first created in 1936 with the proceeds from Historic Garden Week. We will 
serve as the lunch location for the Richmond: Cary Street Corridor Garden 
Tour. 

Richmond’s most renowned historic homes and museums offer visitors a 
“passport” to time-travel during a special admission-free weekend on Saturday 
and Sunday, March 21 and 22. Tourists and locals alike are invited to discover 
the City’s treasures, spanning 400 years of fascinating history which includes 
the homes of John Marshall, Jefferson Davis, John Wickham, Major James 
Dooley and other important Virginians. Ten participating sites – Agecroft 
Hall, Dabbs House Museum, The John Marshall House, Magnolia Grange, 

April 21 - Tuesday

5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
The Curious Mister Catesby Book Talk and Signing

April 24 - Friday

Historic Garden Week

May 2015 
Operation: Comforts from Home
In the more than 235 years since the United States declared its independence from Great Britain war has been a 
part of life that every generation endures. Whether the war is taking place at home or half the world away there 
are those who give up the comforts of home to fight for a cause greater than themselves. Operation: Comforts from 
Home honors those who fought for liberty and supports those who continue the fight. Visitors who bring a new, 
unopened “comfort” item to Wilton during the month of May will receive complimentary admission to the his-
toric house.Minimum 1(one) item per visitor. A printable list of approved items can be found on the Wilton website. Complimentary tour must be 
redeemed upon delivery of donation item(s).



Join us this summer for free concerts on the grounds of Wilton.  
Bring a picnic dinner and your favorite lawn chair for family-
friendly music on our scenic terrace overlooking the James River.  
Enjoy complimentary evening tours of Wilton as well as face-
painting, games, and crafts for kids.
Free admission.  All concerts are rain or shine.  Donations appreciated. 

elementary and middle school aged children, followed by a different hands-on experience each month.  The best 
part is that this opportunity is offered at a reduced rate.  Reserve a spot today.  Fees apply. Advanced reservations are 
required.

Wilton House Museum offers an exciting week exploring 
life in Colonial Virginia.  Campers will learn how early 
Virginians dressed, played, and lived in the days before 
modern technology!  Learn to churn butter, decorate a floor 
cloth, design your own colonial chamber, create watercolor 
paintings, and play like you’re living in the 18th century!  
Take part in an archaeological “dig” and discover long-buried 
treasures; make a colonial wig and express yourself by 

SummEr 2015 EvEntS

June 17; July 15; August 12 - Wednesdays

Family Days

July 20-24 - Monday through Friday

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Colonial Kids’ Camp

Keep up with all of wilton’s programs and events at 
www.wiltonhousemuseum.org/events

June 13; July 11; August 8 - Saturdays

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Jammin’ on the James Summer Concert Series

June 17- Archaeology 
July 15- Arts and Crafts
August 12- Colonial Cooking

School’s out for the summer, but there’s still a place where your 
youngsters can learn and have a good time.  
Bring the family by for a tour of the historic house, geared for 

decorating it in the “latest” fashion; and help gather care-packages for troops.  The week wraps up with tours led 
by the campers.
For rising-4th through rising-5th graders. Fee is $175 per camper. Advanced registration is required. Registration deadline is 
Friday, July 10th. 
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Your gift to the Annual Fund provides essential support for Wilton House 
Museum. Every year, these vital funds are put to use preserving and 
maintaining this historic site and make possible our numerous educational
and family-friendly events and programs 

To make a contribution you may visit us online at 

www.wiltonhousemuseum.org 

Or mail in a donation to 215 South Wilton Road Richmond VA 23226
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